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1. Introduction

With Block Attribute Modifier (BAM) you can easily automate the process of modifying block attribute
valuesin AutoCAD drawing files. Use BAM to delete attributes, clear attribute values, replace attribute values,
and find and replace attribute values. BAM runs very quickly and can process thousands of drawing files with
the click of only one button! BAM is compatible with AutoCAD drawing versions 2000 and above. An
individual user licenseisonly $99.95 and a site license (unlimited number of users per building) isonly
$499.95. To order from RegNow go to

https://www.regnow.com/softsell/nph-softsal | .cgi ?item=4459-28

2. Running BAM

To load BAM click Window’s Start Button > All Programs > Block Attribute Modifier
The name of the application executable fileis BAM.EXE and islocated in folder C:\Program FilesBAM
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3. Viewing block attribute values in an AutoCAD drawing (DWG) file

Double-click on the drawing name in the left window to create an HTML file of block attribute values.
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If block attribute values exist in the drawing the HTML file will be created and opened in your default HTML
file viewer (such as Internet Explorer). The block attribute values are in the last column.
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4. Finding and replacing block attribute values

a. Double-click onthefile TEMPLATE.TXT in the right window to open it with your default text editor
(such as Window’ s Notepad). Thisfile contains information that BAM uses to process drawing files
such as drawing filters and block attribute information. Find the section *INPUT at the top of thefile
and change LAYER: * to LAYER: XT,XU
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b. Next, scroll down and find section *ATTRIBUTE_TAGS and remove the quote from F,smith,Jones
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c. Save and closethe template file TEMPLATE.TXT. If using NotePad you can do this from the File
Menu. Y ou will now process an AutoCAD drawing file using the data you just set in the template file:
Find block attribute values containing ‘smith’ and replace it with *Jones' for drawing layers XT and XU
only. From BAM'’ s screen select drawing ATTEXT.DWG and template file TEMPLATE.TXT then
click the button M odify Attributes.
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In the System Messages frame at the bottom of the screen you should see “ Attributes for 1 file(s)

modified in n second(s).” Double-click on drawing ATTEXT.DWG to create an open an HTML file

containing block attribute values. Scroll to the last column to verify that the block attribute values have

been changed from “smith” to “Jones” for layers XT and XU.
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e. Open audit file C:\Program Files\ BAM\audit.log. Thisfileis updated each time you modify block
attribute values in drawings with BAM. If you do not wish to update this file uncheck option “Update
audit log file” near the bottom of BAM'’ s screen. Note that in the audit log fileit lists the date and time
the process was run, the drawing file affected, and the block attribute tags and values which were
changed.
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5. Find and replace block attribute values by attribute tag name

a. Double-click onthefile TEMPLATE.TXT in the right window to open it with your default text editor
(such as Window’ s Notepad). Thisfile contains information that BAM uses to process drawing files
such as drawing filters and block attribute information. Find the section *INPUT at the top of thefile
and change LAYER: XT ,XUto LAYER: *
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b. Next, scroll down and find section *ATTRIBUTE_TAGS and add a quote before F,smith,Jones. This
will cause the text to be ignored.
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c. Scroll down and find example: T,TITLE_1,Hello World! Remove the word example:
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d. Save and close the template file. To change the block attribute value to *Hello World!” for block
attribute tags named TITLE_1 click the button M odify Attributes on BAM’s screen. Double-click on
drawing ATTEXT.DWG to create an open an HTML file containing block attribute values. Scroll to
the last column to verify that the block attribute values have been changed to “Hello World!” for
attribute tag TITLE_1. Scroll down through the HTML file and notice that each occurrence of attribute
tag TITLE_1 has been changed.
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6. Clearing block attribute values by attribute tag name

a. Double-click onthefile TEMPLATE.TXT in the right window to open it with your default text editor
(such as Window’ s Notepad). Scroll down and find section *ATTRIBUTE_TAGS and add a quote
before T, TITLE_1,Hello World!. Thiswill cause the text to be ignored.
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b. Scroll down and find example: TITLE_1,C Remove the word example:
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c. Save and close the template file. To clear the block attribute value for block attribute tags named
TITLE 1 click the button M odify Attributes on BAM’s screen. Double-click on drawing
ATTEXT.DWG to create an open an HTML file containing block attribute values. Scroll to the last
column to verify that the block attribute values have been cleared for attribute tag TITLE_1. Scroll
down through the HTML file and notice that each occurrence of attributetag TITLE 1 has been
changed.
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7. Replace block attribute values by attribute tag name

a. Double-click onthefile TEMPLATE.TXT in the right window to open it with your default text editor
(such as Window’ s Notepad). Scroll down and find section *ATTRIBUTE_TAGS and add a quote
before TITLE_1,C. Thiswill cause the text to be ignored.
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b. Scroll down and find example: TITLE_1,R,My Awesome Drawing File Remove the word example:
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c. Save and close the template file. To set the block attribute value for block attribute tagsnamed TITLE 1
to ‘My Awesome Drawing File' click the button M odify Attributes on BAM’s screen. Double-click on
drawing ATTEXT.DWG to create an open an HTML file containing block attribute values. Scroll to the
last column to verify that the block attribute values have been changed for attributetag TITLE 1. Scrall
down through the HTML file and notice that each occurrence of attribute tag TITLE_1 has been changed.
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With BAM you can aso find and replace attribute values for specific tags, clear each attribute value, replace
each attribute value, delete a specific attribute object by tag name, and delete all attribute objects. The template
file TEMPLATE.TXT contains examples for each.



8. Processing multiple drawings with multiple template files using Drawing List Files (DLF)

a. Using DLFsyou can easily modify block attribute values in hundreds or even thousands of drawings by
simply clicking afew buttons! In this demonstration we will change the value of attribute tag RB to
‘Albert Einstein’. Double-click on the file TEMPLATE.TXT in the right window to open it with your
default text editor (such as Window’ s Notepad). Scroll down and find section *ATTRIBUTE_TAGS
andreplace TITLE_1,R,My Awesome Drawing File with RB,R,Albert Einstein.
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b. Save and close the template file. To set the block attribute value for block attribute tags named RB to
‘Albert Einstein’ click the button File on BAM’s screen.
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c. Double-click onfile TEMPLATE.DLF to open it. BAM will use the DLF file to update block attributes.
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d. Double-click ondrawing ATTEXT.DWG to create an open an HTML file containing block attribute
values. Scroll to the last column to verify that the block attribute values have been changed for attribute
tag RB. Scroll down through the HTML file and notice that each occurrence of attribute tag RB has been

changed.
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e. By now you are probably wondering “How did file template.dlf change the block attribute values?” To
learn the answer open file C:\Program FilesBAM\TEMPLATE.DLF with atext editor such as
Window’ s Notepad. The line highlighted below indicates the drawing (or drawings) to be processed and
the template file to use. There is no limit to the number of drawings you can enter into the DLF file. You
can even use wildcard characters**’ and *? for drawing names! If you'd like BAM to close after
processing the DLF use the word End at the bottom of thefile.
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9. Processing a DLF file from the command prompt
Using Windows' s there are two methods:

a. Click Window’s Start Button > Run... and enter “ C:\Program FilesBAM\bam.exe” C:\Program
FilesBAM\template.dif then click the OK button. Note the double quotes surrounding C:\Program
Files\ BAM\bam.exe which are necessary because of the space between the word Program and Files.

Run 2|

— Type the name of a program, Folder, document, or
Inkernet resource, and Windows will open it Faor you,

e IBEA&MIbam. exe" CiiProgram FilesiBamMikemplate, dif il
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b. Click Window’s Start Button > Run... and enter cmd to invoke the DOS window. Type “ C:\Program
FilesBAM\bam.exe’ C:\Program FilessBAM\template.dIf and pressthe ENTER key.

S WINDOWSh system3 2 cmd.exe

Microsoft Windows HP [Uersion 5.1.26801
CC> Copyright 1785-28081 Microsoft Corp.

Gz~ 2>"CisProgram FilessBAM“~bam.exe" C:“Program Files“BAM-~template_.dlf




10. Running a DLF file from abatch (BAT) file

Open atext editor such as Window’ s notepad and enter text as such:

[P b.bat - Notepad =10 x|
File Edit Format Yiew Help

ham template.dlf |
Kl A

Save the batch file in the same directory asthe BAM application (folder C:\Program FilessBAM).

Open Window’ s Explorer and double-click on the batch file to run it.
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